Barbara A. Roth
January 8, 1952 - February 18, 2019

PEKIN– Barbara A. Roth, 67, of Pekin, passed away Monday, February 18, 2019, at OSF
St. Francis Medical Center in Peoria.
Barb was born January 8, 1952, in Peoria, to Harold and Alice (Neufeld) Vercler. She
married Russ Roth on June 29, 1973, in Washington.
Surviving are her husband, Russ Roth of Pekin; five children, Brad (Alicia) Roth of
Moundridge, Kan., Nic (Melissa) Roth of Morton, J.P. (Andrea) Roth of Morton, Leslie Roth
of Peoria, and Heather Roth of Peoria; seven grandchildren; one brother, Rudy (Kaye)
Vercler of Washington and one sister, Mary Jane (Gary) Hendricker of Tallapoosa, Ga.
She was preceded in death by her parents.
Barb graduated in 1974 from Illinois State University, where she received her degree in
elementary education. She taught 2nd grade at Jefferson Elementary School and later
Lettie Brown Elementary School in Morton for six years.
Barb and her husband have owned and operated The Red Barn in Morton for the past 34
years.
She attended Harvest Bible Chapel in East Peoria.
Cremation rites have been accorded. A celebration of life service will be held at 3 p.m.
Saturday, February 23, 2019, at the church, with Pastor Tim Harkness officiating. Visitation
will be from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, at the church. Private family burial of the cremated
remains will be in Roberts Cemetery.
Knapp-Johnson Funeral Home and Cremation Center in Morton is handling arrangements.
Memorials may be made to the Salvation Army or American Cancer Society.

Events
FEB
23

Visitation

12:00PM - 03:00PM

Harvest Bible Chapel
401 Cimmeron Drive, East Peoria, IL, US, 61611

FEB
23

Celebration of Life

03:00PM

Harvest Bible Chapel
401 Cimmeron Drive, East Peoria, IL, US, 61611

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - February 21 at 10:42 AM

“

Blessed to have known Barb and Russ. I remember opening working at the Red Barn with
Barb n Russ way back when it first opened. I didn’t have a clue what I was doing but I
remember making bags n bags of bows back in the day. Barb had a special gift and it was
not only in decorating. Her smile her love drew people to her. Rarely did she sit down n
hold still. She was a worker and their business grew. Barb had a smile you can never forget
and I am thankful God had her touch my life the way she did. My heart goes out to Russ
and the kids as your loss is so great. May God hold each of you close.
Debbie Tetrault Stear - February 21 at 08:13 PM

“

To Russ and the Kids. I see everyone is commenting on Barb's smile. That is thing I think
about when I think of Barb. I always saw her so happy and outgoing. I am so sorry for your
loss.
I am sending prayers to your family.
Denise Hager & Josh - March 01 at 02:26 PM

“

Russ -- This afternoon I was looking through the recent prayer requests in the weekly
mailings my Mom receives from Calvary Community Church in Washington. I was
shocked and saddened to see the news of Barb's passing in February. My wife
Marlyn and I haven't seen you and Barb for many years, but we've got fond
memories of the two of you.
May you and your family find peace as you continue to struggle with your loss.

John Steury - March 14 at 05:35 PM

“

It was with great sadness to read about Barb’s passing. I feel blessed though to have
known her. Barb was truly a beautiful person inside and out. Forever when I think of
Barb, she will be with that warm smile she had for everyone...and a little glitter upon
her face!
My prayers go out to Russ and her family. May they find comfort in their many
memories of Barb.
Claudia Ulavege

Claudia Ulavege - February 23 at 04:59 PM

“

To the Roth and Vercler families, we extend heartfelt sympathy. Barb - and because
there were six of us, Mary Jane, were our baby sitters 50 or so years ago and we still
have rich memories. Like the time the youngest, a toddler, locked herself in the
washroom and had to be rescued by sending the eldest in through a window. Or the
quick and easy go-to meals that our mother left for Barb and Mary Jane to serve us
when the folks were out - fish sticks or pot pies, and to which one and possibly both
would many years later attribute a life-long aversion to. Best of all, they came bearing
inducements, er... treats for good behavior. We were baffled how they could sneak
ice cream drumsticks past the 12 eyes among us and out to the deep freeze without
at least one of us noticing. And all wrapped up with the good memories are those of
their mother, Alice and Anna Guth, sliding us extra generous portions as we came
through the high-school cafeteria line; our favorite was the cinnamon roll on Friday. It
was special having Barb and the others in our lives when we were little people and
for this we remain grateful, and keep your families in our thoughts in your time of
loss, Don & Marie Wagenbach family

MICHAEL J WAGENBACH - February 23 at 01:16 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Russ, the family and friends of Barb. When I met Barb for
the first time, as an account representive for Morton Times News, I left thinking that
she was one of the nicest, friendly , kind ladies I had ever met. I am so sad to know
her beautiful smile will be gone except in my memories. Later, I retired and she
asked me to help make wreaths for Christmas at the barn. I can tell you it was so
much fun, because of Russ and Barb... best job ever. She was so sweet and caring
when I lost my husband. I will never forget that. I hold on to our last visit at the barn
for Christmas shopping, a big hug from her was great. Rest In Peace, Barb, heaven
will be brighter with you in it.

Gail Shields - February 22 at 03:39 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Barb's entire family on her passing. I have so many fond
memories of our years together in grade school and high school! It was always a joy
to catch up with her at Christmas time at the Red Barn. She was one of the most
energetic and kind individuals I have ever had the privilege of knowing. I know that
her passing has left a huge hole in all of your hearts, but I pray that God's grace will
help you find comfort and peace through this very difficult time!
Janet Shanks

Janet Shanks - February 22 at 12:06 AM

“

Russ and Kids, Our heart breaks for your pain and know we are holding
mom/wife/sister up in our prayers. Barb will be missed very much. God Bless.
The Geier family

Holly-Anne Geier - February 21 at 07:12 PM

“

I've been coming to the Red Barn since it opened. I am always so excited for the
opening day. For the past 10 years or so, I've shared my annual Christmas party
invitation with Barb. I felt we were true "Christmas friends". I will miss her, but look
forward to someday spreading glitter with her in heaven. My deepest sympathy to the
family.
Gail Sadler

Gail Sadler - February 21 at 05:09 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Barb's passing. My prayers are with you all. I had the joy of
working with Barb at the Red Barn a couple of times. I will never forget the day she
asked me to sweep the floor . So I was sweeping over by an old wooden dresser
when suddenly a big long snake came slithering out from under! I screamed ! Barb
came running over , saw it and started laughing. I said " I'm from Chicago! We don't
have snakes inside!" She calmly took care of it. Rest easy in God's loving arms my
friend, Donna Hoffmire

Donna Hoffmire - February 21 at 04:58 PM

“

Barb was a very special woman. She was truly one of the kindest and most sincere
woman I have ever met. I always looked forward to my trips to The Red Barn and
working with Barb and her decorating style and advice. She had a gift of decorating,
but also of making everyone feel welcome. I will miss her beautiful smile and her
laugh. My prayers and sympathy to her husband, children, and family. Barb will be
missed.

Becky - February 21 at 12:40 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Barbara A. Roth.

February 21 at 11:25 AM

“

Barb was always so welcoming and helpful. Along with many, many others, I will
miss seeing her there at the Red Barn. My sincere condolences to her family.

Laurie Forden - February 21 at 09:52 AM

“

88 files added to the album LifeTributes

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - February 21 at 09:31 AM

“

Heaven has gained a vibrant spirit in Barb, who was always so full of life and love! I’ll
miss seeing her each year at the Red Barn and catching up from our days in high
school. My sincere sympathy to her family as you mourn her passing. May God be
with you all.
Bev Riggins

Bev Riggins - February 20 at 10:15 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Barbara A. Roth.

February 20 at 04:18 PM

“

I extend my sincere and heartfelt sympathy to Russ and the children at the loss of of
a beautiful, dear, and sweet wife and mother. May all the memories you cherish and
hold dear bring comfort to your hurting hearts. We share in your sorrow as we hold
dear our memories of Barb as well. May God grant you much comfort as we grieve
together. God bless you all,
Tom

Thomas L Sheppard - February 20 at 11:29 AM

“

Thomas L Sheppard sent a virtual gift in memory of Barbara A. Roth

Thomas L Sheppard - February 20 at 11:22 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Jim and I send our sympathies. Prayers to you and your
family.

Sheri Arnold - February 20 at 10:23 AM

“

To the Roth & Vercler Families:
You all have my sympathy for the loss of your dear wife, mother, and sister. She was
always so energetic and positive to be around. I appreciated the years we worked
together on the "books." (probably not her favorite job because she had to sit!) She
was the same age as my Mother who has now been gone for 10 years. You all are in
my prayers. May the Lord grant you His comfort.
Sincerely,
Lowell Stoller

Lowell Stoller - February 20 at 10:23 AM

“

Our Deepest and Sincerest Sympathy. Keeping the family in our thoughts and
prayers.
Sincerely, Bill Doran Wholesale Florist Peoria, Illinois

Bill Doran Wholesale Florist - February 20 at 08:27 AM

“

Russ & family, So sorry to hear of Barbs death and home going. So many special
memories of the two of you and your family. May the Lord be your comfort as you
grieve knowing the hope we have in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
Our thoughts and prayers,
Earl & Cheryl Cecil

Earl Cecil - February 20 at 07:54 AM

“

Barb was a very gifted bundle of energy. She was blessed with artistic ability and
happy to share it through her beautiful Red Barn. It was magical walking into that
door and seeing her vision of Christmas happiness and love. A wonderful lady gone
too soon. Roth Family, we are sincerely so sorry for the huge loss in your life. She
left a wonderful legacy in all of you.....Ken and Michele Wharram

Michele Wharram - February 19 at 04:52 PM

