David H. "Dave" Nixon
November 5, 1951 - August 5, 2018

PEORIA – David H. “Dave” Nixon, 66, of Peoria, passed away Sunday, Aug. 5, 2018 at
OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in Peoria.
Dave was born Nov. 5, 1951 in Peoria, to Harold and Margaret (Stauffer) Nixon. He
married Kathleen A. Miller on Oct. 7, 1978 in Carlock, Ill.
Surviving are his wife, Kathy, of Peoria; one daughter, Megan (Judson) Swan of
Washington, Ill.; one son, Matt Nixon of Peoria; and one grandson, Caleb David Swan of
Washington. He is also survived by one sister, Patti (Bob) Wrobel of Lakewood Ranch,
Fla. and two nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Dave graduated from Richwoods High School in 1969 and continued his education at the
University of Illinois, receiving a Bachelor’s of Science degree in 1973. During his college
years, Dave joined the Delta Upsilon Fraternity serving as President in 1972 and later on
the Board of Directors.
After graduating Dave worked at Commercial National Bank before he joined his father in
1974 at Harold G. Nixon Insurance Agency, which would be the beginning of a lifelong
career of commitment and leadership in the insurance industry. Dave became one of the
first in the State of Illinois to attain the Certified Insurance Counselor (CIC) designation in
1977. He became owner of the business in 1982, carrying on the family legacy of
excellence in the industry. The company would eventually change to Nixon Insurance
Agency, Inc.
Dave’s commitment to the insurance industry was evident throughout his career. He
served on the board of the Peoria Association of Independent Agents and on the
Executive Committee of the Illinois Professional Insurance Agents, serving as President in
1985. The following year, he was appointed to the National Board of Professional
Insurance Agents. The Illinois 1752 Club presented Dave with the Illinois Agent of the
Year award in 1987. In 1992, he chaired the Consolidation Committee for the Professional
Insurance Agents and the Independent Insurance Agents of Illinois forming the
Professional Independent Insurance Agents of Illinois and received the C.M. Cartwright
Award in 1993 for his leadership during the consolidation. Safeco Insurance Company
presented him with the Lifetime Award of Excellence in 1998 and he was recognized by

the Society of Certified Insurance Counselors in 2012 for over 35 years of continuing
education.
Being involved in the community as well as his children’s activities was very important to
Dave. He was active in Southwest Kiwanis, American Heart Association, Boy Scouts of
America, Kickapoo Council of Girl Scouts, Richwoods High School Swim Boosters,
Central Illinois Aquatics, Richwoods High School Alumni Association, Commonplace and
Bradley Braves Club.
Dave’s faith was especially important to him being baptized at Arcadia Avenue
Presbyterian Church. He chaired the consolidation committee for Arcadia and First
Presbyterian Church, forming United Presbyterian Church in 2003. Dave was a charter
member of the United Presbyterian Church in Peoria, where he served as an Elder,
Deacon and most recently Church Treasurer.
Dave was an avid golfer and enjoyed college basketball, especially the Bradley Braves
and Fighting Illini. Most important to Dave was being a loving husband, father, grandfather,
and trusted friend. Dave will truly be missed by all those who knew him.
Cremation rites have been accorded.
Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m., Friday, Aug. 10, 2018 at United Presbyterian Church in
Peoria. An additional visitation will take place at the church from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
on Saturday, Aug. 11, 2018 with a Memorial Service to follow at 1:30 p.m. Rev. Dr. Laura
Reason will officiate. Inurnment of cremated remains will take place at a later date at
United Presbyterian Church Memorial Garden in Peoria.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to United Presbyterian Church in Peoria.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - August 08, 2018 at 09:59 AM

“

What a wonderful video. Dave was one of my favorite 3rd graders. He was a FINE
gentleman.
Joanne Garrott Long - August 08, 2018 at 11:54 AM

“

Dawn and I were so sorry to hear of Dave’s passing. We just learned of this today.
Dave was such a great guy and will live in all our hearts and minds forever. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Dave’s family. Blair Gorsuch

Blair Gorsuch - September 05, 2018 at 10:18 AM

“

Dear Nixon family,
I worked at Auto-Owners Ins, and knew Dave for many years. He eventually became
our personal agent and I grew up in Elmwood and his grandmother, Henrietta,
babysat my older siblings. So Dave and I always had a lot to talk about! It was
always apparent how much his family meant to him. Your husband/father was a
treasure and I am honored to have known him.
Please accept my deepest condolences. Dave was simply the best.
Sincerely,
Jan (Fleisher) Siebenthal

Jan Siebenthal - August 11, 2018 at 09:41 AM

“

Kathy & Family,
We are very sad to read of Dave’s passing. We have been clients of Nixon Insurance
for many years. Previously, we were clients of the Scott Insurance agency (Don
Scott) until it merged into Nixon Insurance. We had the pleasure of personal
conversation with Dave and you at Mt. Hawley Country Club.
We hope your many, many happy memories will help you get through this most
difficult time. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Ed & Diana Johnson
Peoria, IL

Edward Johnson - August 10, 2018 at 10:37 AM

“

John & Elena Velde purchased the Beautiful Dreams for the family of David H.
"Dave" Nixon.

John & Elena Velde - August 10, 2018 at 10:20 AM

“

So many beautiful memories shared in the video. Dave was one of the most well
respected individuals in the insurance industry. He was always so kind and
thoughtful. A class act for sure. He will be missed. Prayers for his family and all who
had the joy of knowing him.

Lori Macias - August 10, 2018 at 10:06 AM

“

Kathy, Megan, Judd & Matt,
My deepest sympathies on your fathers (father-in-law) passing. I enjoyed seeing his
smiling face and friendly conversations before the Bradley games. May the Lord
bless the good memories that will stay in your hearts forever and he always be with
you.

Joni Anderson - August 09, 2018 at 01:07 PM

“

Your Colorado Y-sisters purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
David H. "Dave" Nixon.

Your Colorado Y-sisters - August 09, 2018 at 12:24 PM

“

Truly Beloved Bouquet was purchased for the family of David H. "Dave" Nixon.

August 09, 2018 at 12:13 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of David H. "Dave" Nixon.

August 08, 2018 at 05:57 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of David H. "Dave" Nixon.

August 08, 2018 at 10:36 AM

“

To the Nixon Family, our deepest condolences but saving a special memory of Dave
who was always a very warm, welcoming, inclusive fraternity brother. A very classy
guy in every sense of the word.
Rich and Linda Bertsche

Richard Bertsche - August 08, 2018 at 10:11 AM

“

I felt truly blessed to have the experience of working with Dave.
He was an amazing man. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you

Sabrina M - August 08, 2018 at 10:06 AM

“

Kathy,Megan and Matt....sending my condolences and prayers to you. May you hold
tight to all your treasured memories.
Sis Harr

Sis Harr - August 08, 2018 at 08:51 AM

“

161 files added to the album LifeTributes

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - August 08, 2018 at 08:36 AM

“

Dave and I both grew up in our family's businesses. I remember when his dad Harold
did our Home Comfort insurance. I have treasured his steady insurance advice
throughout the years. He was a wonderful man and we will truly miss him. We will
continue to pray for his dear family as we have since His desert journey began last
year. We are trusting in the Lord's heart of love for His children because at times like
these we sure don't understand His ways. We know He will surround you in His
loving arms and hold you close to His heart. He will catch each of your tears in a
bottle. He truly knows your pain and will show you the new way He's prepared for
each of you.
Sending love and prayers,

Steven & Christine Schmidgall
Heidi & Steve LaFont
Hans & Amanda Schmidgall
Christine Schmidgall - August 07, 2018 at 06:30 PM

“

I cannot come Friday but im trying to come to the Saturday service.
My mom, Lois Schroeder, LOVED this man. He took a chance on her when she was
older and hired her and took her under his wing as apart of his agency family. He
was kind, caring, and patient to her all the years she remained at Nixon Insurance.
She loved it there and loved kathy and him! Our family will forever be grateful to the
wonderful, kind, Christian man. We need more Dave Nixons in this world.

Nancy Zeigler - August 07, 2018 at 04:01 PM

“

Was saddened to hear about Dave's passing. I used to work at General Casualty as
a Personal Lines Underwriter for Nixon Insurance and always found him and the
agency a fun visit for company business. His family will remain in my prayers. Cindi
Clevenger

Cindi Clevenger - August 07, 2018 at 03:11 PM

