E. Donald Martin
March 4, 1926 - July 8, 2019

MORTON – Elmer Donald Martin, 93, of Morton, passed away Monday, July 8, 2019, at
Apostolic Christian Restmor in Morton.
Don was born March 4, 1926, on a farm southeast of Hopedale, Ill., to Elmer and Clara
(Nafziger) Martin. He married Vurla Birkey on June 26, 1949, at the Groveland Missionary
Church. Last month they celebrated their 70th anniversary.
Surviving are his wife, Vurla Martin of Morton; three daughters, Judy (Roger) Zimmerman
of Wauseon, Ohio, Janet (David) Teat of Fort Wayne, Ind., and Joan (Jeff) Keach of
Morton; eight grandchildren, Erin (Joshua) Corwin, Joseph (Shannon) Zimmerman, Dr.
James (Kate) Zimmerman, Brandon (Adrienne) Tate, Jackie (Adam) Pennington,
Stephanie Teat, Daniel (Courtney) Keach, and Elizabeth Keach; 11 great-grandchildren;
one brother, Arlan (Lila) Martin of Morton; and five brothers-in-law and four sisters-in-law.
He was preceded in death by one brother, Vernon Martin and two sisters, Gladys Litwiller
and Evelyn Fanlund.
Don was a graduate of Hopedale High School. He attended Taylor University and Bradley
University and completed the Caterpillar Business Training School, including international
accounting. He was a WWII Army Air Corps veteran, serving in Air Sea Rescue which
included the Bermuda Triangle. Don was in training as an Aviation Cadet when WWII
ended. On October 7, 2009, he flew on the Peoria Honor Flight to Washington D.C.
Don worked as an accountant at Caterpillar, Inc. for 53 years, retiring in 1986 as an
accounting manager. He then continued working as a consultant in the accounting division
until 1998.
Don was involved in his community, serving on the school board, Community Chest, and
many other organizations over the years. He had a special love for Neighborhood Bible
Studies and was a lifelong member of Gideons International. He was a member of
professional organizations including the National Association of Accountants and
Caterpillar Retiree Club.
Don was a servant in the church and was a personal example of living life for Christ and
encouraging and loving others. He taught adult Sunday school classes, was a deacon and
board member, and was involved in men’s ministries. Don was a member of Grace Church
in Morton, where a funeral service will be held at 10 a.m., Thursday, July 18, 2019, with

Rev. Jonathan Farrell and Rev. Tim Bertsche officiating. A visitation will be from 4-7 p.m.
on Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at Knapp-Johnson Funeral Home and Cremation Center in
Morton. Further visitation will be held at the church on Thursday, from 9-9:45 a.m., prior to
the service. Burial will be in Groveland Mennonite Church Cemetery, where military honors
will be conducted by the US Air Force.
Memorials may be made to Grace Church in Morton, Gideons International, or Q Place
(formerly Neighborhood Bible Study) P.O. Box 1581, Wheaton, IL 60187.
The family would like to thank the staff of Apostolic Christian Restmor and his OSF
Hospice team for their wonderful care and compassion.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - July 12 at 11:17 AM

“

“

Beautiful. Filled with love. Will never forget Don, his smile, his love for family and God.
norvetta broeren - July 13 at 02:02 PM

I have just the fondest remembrance of Don Martin. A kind and thoughtful man, who
always took an interest in what was happening in our family's lives. It was good
seeing him and Vurla pretty regularly at the Shrock family re-unions at Loren's place
in Wilsonville, Oregon. I can only imagine the celebration in Heaven when Don came
to join his Lord and Savior, Jesus. Certainly, a "well done, good and faithful servant!"
How I look forward to the day when we will all be together again in Paradise. On
behalf of the Yergen family in Colorado, we express our condolences to Vurla and
the extended family. God bless you all, Greg Yergen.

Greg Yergen - July 29 at 11:32 PM

“

I've thought a lot about my Uncle Don in the days since he has moved to his new
Home. I wish I could have been at the funeral, but I'm glad I was able to see him and
talk with him at the family reunion a few weeks ago.
Don has always held a place of special esteem in my life. It's difficult to describe, but
among the many wonderful people I've been privileged to know over the years, there
has been a small handful of people I've encountered who stand out in a special way.
These are people who are radiant with a spirit of humility, peace, joy, and love that is
almost tangible. The depth and richness of their faith and their sincere desire to bless
anyone and everyone who crosses their path make a deep and lasting impression.
Don is one of that handful of people. It is simply impossible to speak with him or be
around him without being encouraged. He is so focused on building up the people
who surround him. When I saw him at the family reunion a few weeks ago, it seemed
that practically every word he labored to speak was an attempt to encourage those
who had come.
Because our family lived 5 hours away from Don's, I didn't see him more than a
couple of times a year growing up. But it hasn't even been necessary for me to see

him or speak with him to draw encouragement from him over the years. The mere
thought of him is enough to make me want to love others with the love of Jesus.
Thank you, Uncle Don. You have been and continue to be an instrument of God's
grace in my life. I look forward to getting to know you a lot better someday...
- Brian Birkey
Brian Birkey - July 22 at 12:27 PM

“

I only have happy memories of Don and he was such a blessing in so many lives. He
and Vurla were such a shining example of a Christian couple. Vurla painted a portrait
of Roy and a Daisy flower painting for us. So many kind memories. Always kind, and
smiling with love for all. Roy and I truly loved Don and he was a great mentor and
example of Christian acceptance when Roy had just given his life to Christ. We
moved back to the St Peters area in MO and truly missed him. He had so much to do
with showing what a Christian man was for Roy. Sadly Roy passed of Cancer in
2008. He will be so excited to see Don and have a welcome and happy reunion with
him in Heaven!
My condolences to his family and may the peace that only God can give, see you
through this time. God bless you all.
Nancy Reed and the Lenhard family, John, Linda & Richard

NANCY L REED - July 16 at 10:28 PM

“

Nancy Reed and Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of E. Donald
Martin.

Nancy Reed and Family - July 16 at 10:09 PM

“

With much love, your friends at Q Place purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family
of E. Donald Martin.

With much love, your friends at Q Place - July 16 at 09:36 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of E. Donald Martin.

July 15 at 04:37 PM

“

I am one of many blessed men to have known Don. His heart for Jesus and care for
people made a mark on me. He was a mentor for me at church and such a great
example on how to relate and engage with people. My sympathies for your loss,
Trent

Trent - July 15 at 01:03 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of E. Donald Martin.

July 15 at 12:44 PM

“

Dear Martin family, Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of Don's
homegoing. What precious memories we have of his gracious and gentle spirit
towards us and our family when we were at Grace Church. May the Lord bless you
with His peace and comfort in the days ahead until we meet again.
Our love and prayers,
Earl & Cheryl Cecil

Earl & Cheryl Cecil - July 12 at 11:30 PM

“

108 files added to the album LifeTributes

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - July 12 at 10:11 AM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of E. Donald Martin.

July 12 at 07:34 AM

“

Heart's Companion Bouquet was purchased for the family of E. Donald Martin.

July 11 at 08:53 PM

