Fred W. "Bud" Kniep
September 24, 1931 - October 2, 2019

MORTON – Fred W. “Bud” Kniep, 88, of Morton, passed away on Wednesday, October 2,
2019, in Morton.
He was born on September 24, 1931 in St. Louis, Mo., to Fred W. Sr. and Mabel
(Klockenbrink) Kniep. He married Nancy Revelle on June 14, 1952 in St. Louis.
He is survived by his wife Nancy of 67 years; his children, Paula (Paul) Macy of Shirley,
Ill., Gayle (Eric) Ackerman of Morton, David (Sara) Kniep of Morton, Darla (Bill) Dobbins of
Morton, and Daniel (Kristine) Kniep of Morton; 17 grandchildren, Jason (Jamie) Macy,
Emily (Kevin) Lund, Jordan (Matthew) Weber, Nancy Ackerman, Christy (Noah) Siemon,
Corrie Ackerman, Joseph Ackerman, Daniel Ackerman, Tracy (Chris) Formhals, Bradley
(Amanda) Kniep, Nathaniel (Leah) Dobbins, Danielle (Jeremy) Johnson, Whitney (Noah)
Menold, Shelby Dobbins, Kayla (John) Luginbuhl, Travis Kniep, and Karlie Kniep; and 28
great-grandchildren.
Fred was preceded in death by one grandson, Peter Ackerman; one great-grandson, Tripp
Dobbins; one sister, Alyce Likens; and one brother, Paul Kniep.
Fred had served his country as a Sergeant in the U.S. Army during the Korean War, as an
Artillery Forward Observer. He held positions as a salesman and engineer, and finally
moved to his dream job as owner of Builders Service and Supply in Morton, building
commercial steel buildings.
In his retirement, Fred had focused on the ministries that he had come to love, which
included CBMC (Christian Business Men’s Connection), CAP (Christian Alliance of
Panama), Until He Returns Bible Ministries, CARS Mission, and The Christian Center.
Fred loved the Lord, was a follower of Christ and shared his faith with others.
Beyond his passion for his family and their needs, he was an avid fisherman and enjoyed
swimming; he could often be seen at the Morton Pool.
He was a member of Grace Church in Morton, where a funeral service will be held at
11:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 5, 2019, with Pastor Tim Bertsche and Pastor Brad
Habegger officiating, followed by military honors. Visitation will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. on
Friday, October 4, 2019, and from 10 to 10:45 a.m. Saturday, prior to the service, both at
the church. Cremation rites will be accorded following the service. Burial of cremated
remains will be at Hirstein Cemetery in Morton, at a later date.

Memorials may be made to Until He Returns Bible Ministries, P.O. Box 192, Morton, IL or
Grace Church for the Pavilion Building Fund.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - October 04 at 11:19 AM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

paula macy - October 07 at 12:00 PM

“

Dear Nancy and family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of Fred's homegoing. Many good
memories of our time in Morton. May the Lord give you peace and comfort as you
grieve.
Earl & Cheryl Cecil

Earl Cecil - October 04 at 01:01 PM

“

My grandpa was a man who was many different things to many different people.
Even his name. Some knew him as Fred Kniep, Jr., but most of you knew him as
Bud. I distinctly remember being confused as a child when I’d see his name printed
somewhere. Who’s Fred? I’d think. Fred and Nancy?! Does grandpa know another
man is getting mail delivered to his house when he���s at work? No, you see to
me and all the cousins, he was Grampa Bud. Bud, that’s what his friends called him
and that’s what my grandma yelled across the house to get his attention.
Bud and Nancy. That has a nice ring to it. It has had a nice ring to it for over 67
years. No matter what name you knew him by, it was followed by “and Nancy”.
Because of all the hats he wore and ways we choose to remember him, husband to
Nancy was the role he played the longest.
And in choosing Nancy to start a life with, he demonstrated what a wise man he
really was. Because when you choose to be a man with perseverance and drive; a

man who sets goals and exceeds them, a man who wants to build a life-long legacy,
you know you’re going to be called on to wear many hats. And as with all important
fashion choices, you’re going to need someone to be brutally honest with you about
how it looks on you. That was what my grandma was for my grandpa….The woman
BESIDE the man. There wasn’t much going on with grandpa that grandma didn’t also
have a hand in.
There were of course things grandpa tried to do under the radar. My cousin Whitney
remembers how much he loved ice cream. Even when his dietary restrictions
increased, he never seemed to remember to add ice cream to the list of “don’t eat”.
She says that you could always count on Grampa Bud to be the first to expose your
baby to ice cream, whether you wanted him to or not. He was such a stinker…..just
loved spoiling those babies! A little bit won’t hurt was his argument.
I was always proud of him though because he balanced his love of sweets and ice
cream by staying active. He and grandma were mainstays at the Morton Pool for
decades. As much as he enjoyed swimming with us grandkids and teaching us the
different swimming strokes, he really loved the sound of that whistle and those two
little words….”ADULT SWIM!”
When he couldn’t get his quiet time swimming, he was also known to spend hours of
quiet meditation on his Basstracker, usually waiting on those massive 2” croppies to
bite! He loved his time spent in the solitude of the Lake of the Ozarks and as us
grandkids grew, he used his love of nature and the outdoors to lure us on family
vacations there every summer. He used fishing as both a stress reliever and as a
way to bond with others. If you were up early enough, there was always room on the
boat for one more. I remember him saying, “You catch it, you clean it.” Huh, I guess
grandpa could find a lesson in everything, couldn’t he?
Well you know what they say, “Give a man a fish and he’ll eat for a day. Teach a man
to fish and he’ll keep bait in the fridge!”
But more than sport fishing, grandpa enjoyed being a fisher of men. He was always
up for a rousing discussion or to listen to someone with questions about faith and life.
Our Aunt Dolly recently shared how instrumental Grampa Bud was in helping her
grow in Christ. She reflected that as a Christian, he wouldn’t want us to be sad right
now. If someone says, ‘I’m sorry you lost Bud’, we should proudly respond that he’s
not lost, we know exactly where he is, resting safely in God’s hands.
Grampa Bud was a builder; a man who envisioned and created things where there
was nothing. And when I think of him in that regard, I think he’d like my next analogy.
You see, grandpa loved a good analogy; an opportunity to impart wisdom. The other
grandkids know what I’m getting at. We still crack up at the memory of a Easter
celebration where he presented us with an empty aspirin bottle sealed with scotch
tape. We sat and listened intently as he presented the story of the resurrection and
began asking questions that I’m not sure seminary graduates have contemplated, let
alone grade-schoolers that are all hopped up on sugar! I just remember, in my 10
year old brain I kept thinking, “What’s with the aspirin bottle? Does he have a
headache? What does this have to do with Jesus or the Easter Bunny?”
Anyway, Emily you’re getting a bit sidetracked here. The point is, the man loved a
good analogy. As we finish up, we’d like to leave you with one. Our grandpa was a
cornerstone. Our cornerstone. Part of the foundation that the entire family was built
on and around. Chapter 2 in Ephesians reads, “Together, we are his house, built on
the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus
himself.” Grampa Bud built his family with Christ as the cornerstone, and in doing so

he became a cornerstone for all of us. And the us was growing….. 5 children and
their spouses, 18 grandchildren and their spouses and now 29 great-grandchildren.
He was always there at the family gatherings and although his role changed
throughout the years, his presence was the constant.
You’re right Jordan, I noticed as the family grew he began to pass the torch of
responsibilities.
I like to think that’s the way grandpa wanted it. As a man of strong faith, he knew that
passing the torch was the way to build a legacy. You teach others, impart wisdom
and then hopefully you set back and watch it grow and thrive.
We came here monthly for various parties and get-togethers and to us, it appeared
as though our grandpa was a pretty big deal. And over the years, he passed his spirit
of entreprenuership on to his family. Builders Service and Supply, Kniep Enterprise,
Kniep Service Center, Dan Kniep Complete Auto, Peoria Camera, Morton Rentals.
All these are businesses who have some connection with my grandpa or one of his
children.
And as proud as he was of his children and grandchildren in the business arena, it
pales in comparison to how much pride he felt knowing that his family would
someday spend eternity with him in the kingdom of heaven. He was a family man,
patriarch, a fisher of men. A dependable cornerstone upon which God built a large,
loving family. Family….. that’s the legacy he strove to build and was most proud to be
successful at.

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - October 04 at 11:03 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Fred W. "Bud" Kniep.

October 04 at 10:44 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Fred W. "Bud" Kniep.

October 04 at 09:30 AM

“

The Baumans purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Fred W. "Bud" Kniep.

The Baumans - October 04 at 09:15 AM

“

May our Lord give comfort, in your time of grief.
Don and Jane Chapman

Donald Chapman - October 04 at 08:10 AM

“

Bud (Mr. Kniep as I called him most of my life) always was so happy and so talkative.
He would go out of his way to involve you in a conversation and find out what was
new in your life, and asking what you had been learning about the Lord. When our
family was in town at church or some gathering he would reach out to LeAnn and the
kids too, especially Christian as they could talk about the changes in the Army over
the years. Really appreciated the times he made the Ackerman family feel important.
Our prayers are with the family, and we are so very sorry for your loss.
Chris (& LeAnn) Ackerman

Chris Ackerman - October 03 at 05:10 PM

“

We always enjoyed talking with Fred, he loved the Lord and it showed and he always
talked about his family . I'm sure you will miss him. May the Lord be near during this
time. I'm sorry we will miss this week-end as we are traveling in Indiana .
We will pray
Wayne & Lurelle Rowell and family

Wayne Rowell - October 03 at 04:15 PM

“

Our family loved living on Marshall Street and having the Kniep family as our
neighbors. What wonderful people. I will always remember The friendliness and
kindness Nancy and Fred offered us, how our daughters were so happy when
Whitney and Danielle came to visit their grandparents, and how much I appreciated
being friends with Darla. May comfort come to all of the Kniep in many ways during
this sad time.

Mary McMahon - October 03 at 10:33 AM

“

Sending prayers of comfort to all of you. Steve and Lynn Roeschley

Lynn Roeschley - October 03 at 08:43 AM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Fred W. "Bud"
Kniep.

October 02 at 10:59 PM

