Gene Johnson
March 11, 1927 - November 27, 2018

MORTON – Albert E. “Gene” Johnson, 91, of Morton, passed away Tues., Nov. 27, 2018,
at Aperion Care Morton Villa.
Gene was born March 11, 1927, in Marion, Ind., to Verlin and Dorothy (Brumfield)
Johnson. He married Mary Jo Menefee on May 12, 1956 in Ft. Wayne, Ind. She preceded
him in death on July 3, 2014. He was also preceded in death by one brother and two
sisters.
Surviving are two sons, Mark (Kim) Johnson of Morton and Kevin (Donna) Johnson of
Washington; and two daughters, Gayle (Steve) Hough of Morton and Stacey (Wes)
Blumenshine of Washington. Also surviving are 11 grandchildren, Ryan (Katie) Johnson,
Sara (Greg) Roth, Anna Johnson, Kayleigh (Zach) Holthaus, Camron (Amber) Johnson,
Megan (Brad) Armintrout, Marissa Hough, Molly Hough, Wade (Jenn) Blumenshine, Paige
Blumenshine, and Drew Blumenshine; and four great-grandchildren, Will and Grant
Johnson, and Nora and Tanner Roth.
Gene was an outstanding basketball player at his high school in Hartford City, Ind. He
later attended Indiana University on a basketball scholarship. During his sophomore year
in college, he was drafted into the U.S. Army, where he served in the radio signal corps in
North Africa. After his discharge from service, he graduated from Ball State University with
a degree in finance. Gene went to work for International Harvester Credit Corporation and
retired from Navistar Financial Corporation in 1989 as a district manager.
He was an avid supporter of the Chicago Cubs, Indiana University basketball, and any
event that his grandchildren participated in.
Visitation will be from 9 to 10:45 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 1, 2018, at Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church in Morton. A memorial Mass will follow at 11 a.m., with Msgr. Gerald T.
Ward officiating. Burial of cremated remains will take place at a later date at Hirstein
Cemetery in Morton.
Gene enjoyed reading books and frequently visited the Morton Library. One of his joys in
life was his trip on the Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. with his daughter, Gayle.
Memorials may be made to the Morton Public Library, or to the Greater Peoria Honor

Flight.
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Comments

“

Mark and Kim, Kevin and Donna, Gayle and Steve, Stacey and Wes,
Sending my sincerest sympathies to you all for the passing of a great man, your Dad.
May God grant you peace and comfort at this difficult time.
Susan (Wittmer) Henning

Susan Henning - December 01, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

A truly warm and friendly gentleman who was a bright spot in all the lives that he had
touched......including me and my families....May he rest in peace at his saviors side...

Jim Griffin - December 01, 2018 at 10:56 AM

“

Mark & Ryan and all the familyMay peace be with you.
We Care, Inc.

Mike Hutchinson - December 01, 2018 at 09:12 AM

“

Gene was a gentleman first, a person who would be able to fit in with anyone from
any walk of like. Very few possess that gift. He always held his head high and had
the most beautiful smile, ready for anyone willing to accept it. I will always remember
his beautiful family, each one unique in their own right but all with the same purpose
and goal. The love and care they showed for their dad only proved what wonderful
parents they had.
My thoughts and prayers are with you all. I am listening to my albums today like he
and I did so many times together in memory of him...

Regina - November 30, 2018 at 10:41 AM

“

Buster & Joely Hanley lit a candle in memory of Gene Johnson

Buster & Joely Hanley - November 29, 2018 at 04:52 PM

“

Prayers and our deepest sympathy
Janet and Betty Geary

JGeary - November 29, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Gene Johnson.

November 29, 2018 at 02:17 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Prayers for peace and comfort. Lee Saathoff & Family

Lee Saathoff - November 29, 2018 at 09:20 AM

“

Dear Mark & Kim and the family....we send our deepest sympathy thru this difficult
time....Love Morrie & Kathy.

Morrie & Kathy Zimmerman - November 29, 2018 at 09:00 AM

“

Dru & Lisa Carroll lit a candle in memory of Gene Johnson

dru & lisa carroll - November 29, 2018 at 07:41 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to all the Johnson family in the loss of this one so dear. He
was a very special man. Always friendly with a great smile. He was like family since
his daughter Gayle is my daughter-in-law. I enjoyed the many visits with him and he
will be missed so very much. May God bless and comfort each of you in this time of
sorrow.
Shirley Hough

Shirley Hough - November 28, 2018 at 04:53 PM

“

Mark & all your family,
So sorry for your loss of a special man. I have so many good memories of his gentle
gentlemanliness. I am sure your family will miss him greatly. Our prayers are with you
at this time as you grieve. May our hope and trust in Jesus our Savior be your
comfort.
Earl & Cheryl Cecil

Earl Cecil - November 28, 2018 at 04:04 PM

