Henry C. VanderHeyden
April 5, 1924 - August 16, 2018

MORTON – Henry C. “Hank” VanderHeyden, 94, of Morton, passed away Thurs., Aug. 16,
2018, at his residence.
Hank was born April 5, 1924, in South Pekin, to Rollin and Mary (Lord) VanderHeyden. He
married Charlotte M. Anderson on June 12, 1949, in Pekin. He later married Carol J.
(Garber) Hayes on Jan. 30, 1999, in Morton.
Surviving are his wife, Carol of Morton, and her sons, Jordan Mott of Dallas, Texas and
Bradley Hayes of Columbus, Ohio, and daughter Alicia Cicarelli of St. Louis, Mo. He is
also survived by three nieces, Sherry (VanderHeyden) Arnett, Peggy (Fabry) Collins, and
Susan (Potter) Koonce; two nephews, Mark Fabry and William Horvat; and two sisters-inlaw, Dorothy VanderHeyden and Lucille Horvat
He was preceded in death by his parents; one son, Kurt O. VanderHeyden; and one
brother, Rollin L. VanderHeyden.
Henry graduated from Pekin Community High School in 1942, and then served in the U.S.
Army with the Second and Twelfth Armored Divisions in France and Germany from 1943
to 1946, as a combat medic receiving the Combat Medical Badge and Bronze Star Medal
for Valor.
Benefiting from the GI Bill, he received his bachelor’s degree in 1950, and master’s
degree in 1951, from Bradley University. He then joined the Bradley University Speech
Department and served as a member of its faculty for thirty-seven years and also as
acting chairman of the Department of Speech and Theater Arts from 1970 to 1971, retiring
as an associate professor and professor emeritus in 1988. Following retirement from
Bradley, he worked for fourteen years as the senior outreach coordinator for Prairie State
Legal Services.
Active in the community, Henry was a past president of the Pekin Jaycees and a past post
commander of South Pekin VFW Post 6484. He served for twenty-four years as a member
of the Pekin City Council and four years as a member of the Tazewell County Board of
Supervisors. Henry was a member of the Pekin Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees for
twelve years, serving as secretary, vice-president, and president. He also served as a
member and chairman of the administrative board of Pekin Grace United Methodist
Church.

Henry will be remembered for his life-long allegiance to the Chicago Cubs, his passion for
fishing, and his love of family and friends.
Cremation rites have been accorded.
A memorial service will be at 11 a.m., Wed., August 22, 2018, at Morton United Methodist
Church, with Pastor Gabe Wanck officiating. Burial will be held at Antioch Cemetery in
Tremont at a later date.
Memorials may be made to Morton United Methodist Church.
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Comments

“

Please accept the my condolences on behalf of the 12th Armored Division
Association. Hank served honorably during WWII and performed a dangerous and
desperately needed service, that of a combat medic. We'll never know how many
men, women, and children are with us today because of Hank's life saving work on
European battlefields. Thank you Hank. Rest well.
Bob Scherer
12th Armored Division Association
Our nation is in mourning, a Soldier died today.

Bob Scherer - September 16, 2018 at 04:44 PM

“

Carol, it is with great sadness that I reach out to you today in response to the passing
of your husband, Hank. In this time of great sorrow, and on behalf of South Side
Mission and the Board of Directors, I want to let you know that you and your family
are in our thoughts and prayers. We will be thinking of you and the rest of the family.
Please remember, if you ever need anything from us, we're just a phone call away.
Rev. Craig Williams
Executive Director, South Side Mission

Craig Williams - August 30, 2018 at 11:13 AM

“

Carol, I’m so sorry to learn of Hank’s passing. My parents really enjoyed the times
they spent with you both. Keeping you in my prayers during this difficult time.
Kim Rossi

Kim Rossi - August 24, 2018 at 01:39 AM

“

I was in Mr Vanderheyden's speech class in 1982. He was a gifted educator and one
of the best professors at Bradley. He always had lots of good stories!

Karen - August 22, 2018 at 09:31 PM

“

Carol .so sorry to hear ,about Hank. We did enjoy g etting to know Hank the winters
we spent together in Florida. I remember one night in particular when we all ate at an
Italian restaurant & Hank sat next to me,I do not remember the topic of conversation
but I do remember it was most enjoyable!!
I am still grieving for my Ron so I know how sad you are feeling right now.
Hugs............Molly Levar

molly levar - August 22, 2018 at 07:05 PM

“

I was a student instructor with Hank ay Bradley during my undergrad days. He taught
me in Radio/TV and actually helped me get my first post-graduation job in radio!
Condolences to all.

Rich - August 22, 2018 at 10:39 AM

“

Hank was an incredible resource to Prairie State Legal Services for many years. He
brought his communications expertise to helping us reach older adults in the Peoria
region. He was an exceptional human being.

Gail Walsh - August 21, 2018 at 07:52 PM

“

It was an honor to be a student of Mr. VanderHeyden at Bradley University. Mr.
VanderHeyden, honorable gentleman, was the finest speech teacher one could have.
My sincere sympathy to family.

Hayward C. Coe - August 20, 2018 at 01:59 PM

“

I remember many fond years working with Hank at Prairie State. He was always
gracious and had good humor and compassion for everyone. He and Carol hosted
Christmas luncheon soups for us all at their home. I look forward to seeing Hank
again at that great reunion. He'll probably have a bowl of soup ready!

Daniel Smith - August 20, 2018 at 12:35 AM

“

I remember Hank fondly during my years on the Bradley Speech Team. Hank was
instrumental in Bradley's dominance in intercollegiate forensics nationally. Hank was
a good man with a life well lived. Joan and I send our heartfelt sympathy to your
family on the passing of this fine man.
Jay Janssen

joan Janssej - August 19, 2018 at 08:30 AM

