James Rex Mills
September 15, 1925 - August 17, 2019

MORTON – Rex Mills, 93, of Morton, passed away peacefully on Saturday, August 17,
2019, at Villas of Holly Brook in Morton, with his son and daughter holding his hand.
He was born on September 15, 1925, in Lawrence, Kan., to James S. and Sybol (House)
Mills. He married Mary Marguerite Bellinger on September 11, 1959, in Lawrence, Kan.
She preceded him in death on November 1, 2014.
Surviving are two children, Marc S. Mills of Huntley, Ill., and Julie (David) Sprague of
Salem, N.H.; and three grandchildren, Davis Sprague of Tokyo, Japan, Maxwell Sprague
of Tempe, Ariz., and Remy Sprague of San Diego, Calif.
He was also preceded in death by three siblings, Marjorie, Archie, and Lawrence.
Rex was a veteran of World War II, flying 35 missions in a B-24 bomber with the 453rd
Bomb Group, 733 Bomb Squadron of the Mighty Eighth Air Force. He received the Ordre
National De La Légion D’Honneur (Knight of the Legion of Honor) from the nation of
France, in gratitude for his service to the nations of France and Western Europe.
Rex was a graduate of Liberty Memorial High School and attended Pittsburg State
Teachers College in Pittsburg, Kan. He was employed as a printer for 15 years at the
Lawrence Journal-World and Capper Publications in Topeka, Kan. He then worked for 30
years as a printing equipment sales representative for Harris Corporation and its
predecessor, Intertype Company, traveling most of the central United States.
He was a member of the Morton United Methodist Church and had been active in the
church, serving on several boards and committees. He was a member of Lawrence Lodge
No. 6 AF & AM, American Legion Post No. 14, VFW Post 852, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
and Experimental Aircraft Association & Warbirds of America.
Cremation rites have been accorded.
Per Rex’s wishes, no services will be held. A private memorial service and burial of
cremains will be held for the family at Memorial Park Cemetery in Lawrence, Kan., at a
later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the ALS Research Foundation at
www.alsa.org, the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America at www.alzfdn.org, or the National
Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum at www.mightyeighth.org
Rex and his family have many great memories and have had a lot of great conversations.

They are thankful for the many friends and caregivers who gracefully helped him and
Marguerite in their later years.
Knapp-Johnson Funeral Home and Cremation Center in Morton is handling arrangements.
Online condolences may be left for the family at www.knappjohnson.com

Cemetery
Memorial Park Cemetery
Lawrence, KS,

Comments

“

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, the staff and volunteers of the National Museum
of the Mighty Eighth Air Force, we would like to extend our deepest condolences for
your loss. Please know the passing of your loved one is felt by all those who honor
the Greatest Generation and their sacrifices.

Mighty Eighth Air Force Museum - August 28 at 09:11 AM

“

Dear Marc, and Julie
We are so very sorry to hear of your dad's passing, but as you said, he must be
happier now ... again being with your mother.
As you both must know, your father was very special to me.
He was a delight to work with at Harris. His work ethics, honesty, willingness to learn,
(although he warned me that I could not teach an "old dog new tricks") (but I did) and
he was just a regular, nice, caring, man!
He spoke so proudly of you and Julie, seemed whenever we chatted, you Marc were
building or fixing something that would fly or float!
I am happy to know that you and Julie were at his side, holding his hands when the
time came.
May he rest in peace, holding hands forever with your mom.
We too will miss him!
Fondly,
Diane & Jerry

Gerald Levitz - August 23 at 07:03 AM

“

I am sorry for your loss Marc and Julie. I just loved your parents. Such nice people!
The picture above is just how I remember them. Rex was very skilled and had an
extensive workshop in your basement on Belle Crest. I think mom called him many
times for emergency repairs. My thoughts are with you.

Melonie Moore Sullivan - August 22 at 01:11 PM

“

Sad to read of Rex passing. Working with him for a number of yeas is such a sweet
memory for me. When I travelled with him on sales calls I knew it would be a fun trip.
His infectious laugh and personality are unforgettable.
Rex was most special. God Bless.

Lynn Yawn - August 21 at 08:31 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Rex's passing, but so glad it was peaceful. He was one of those
guys you just loved anyway! Fly high, Rex! Blessings, Lee Anne Cheek, ACR

Lee Anne Cheek - August 20 at 12:17 PM

“

We're so sorry for your loss! Your family lived across the street from my folks for
many years. They became great friends and it was like having an extended family. I
remember your beautiful duck and the many times it would cross the street to come
visit Melissa and my folks! They're all in a better place now and can reminisce about
the good old days. Our prayers are with you!
Melanie Silver, Trish Hall, Melissa Silver

Melanie Silver - August 19 at 06:30 PM

“

My condolences go to your family. I remember your mom and dad well. My grandma Helen
Robinson was a sister to your grandma Mary.
Dane Robinson
Lawrence, KS
Dane Robinson - August 21 at 04:49 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Have many memories of your parents and of you Marc and
Julie. God bless you and your families. Cherish the memories.
Don and Mary Brecher
Don and Mary Brecher

Don and Mary Brecher - August 19 at 02:25 PM

