Leonard L. Kindred
February 5, 1930 - August 15, 2018

MORTON – Leonard L. Kindred, 88, of Morton, passed away Wed., Aug. 15, 2018 at OSF
St. Francis Medical Center in Peoria.
Leonard was born on Feb. 5, 1930, in Armington, Ill., to Shannon and Gladys (Bishop)
Kindred. He married Patricia Beckholt in 1958 in Chicago Heights, Ill.
Surviving are his wife, Patricia of Morton; five children, Dr. Stephen (Lisa) Kindred of
Bloomington, Ill., Nancy (Michael) Scharf of Keller, Texas, Dr. David (Lynette) Kindred of
Morton, Robert (Karla) Kindred of Houston, Texas, and Julia Kindred of Morton; 21
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. He is also survived by two sisters, Eleanor
Wellenwriter of Danvers, Ill., and Carol (Mel) Benson of Tremont; and one brother, Burnell
(Judy) Kindred of Cape Coral, Fla.
Leonard was preceded in death by his parents; three sisters, Florine, Marjorie, and
Normadel; and one brother, Wendell.
Leonard is a United States Army veteran, having served during the Korean War.
He was employed by Caterpillar, Inc. for over 42 years and was the superintendent of
building HH when he retired.
Leonard was a member of the Masonic A.F. and A.M. lodge in Morton, as well as the
Scottish Right in the valley of Peoria.
Visitation will be held from 1 to 4 p.m., Sunday, August 19, 2018, at Knapp-Johnson
Funeral Home and Cremation Center in Morton. Leonard was a member of Morton
Christian Church where a funeral service will be held at 10 a.m. Monday, August 20, with
Pastor Larry Timm officiating. Burial will be at Hirstein Cemetery in Morton, where full
military rites will be conducted.
Memorials may be made to Morton Christian Church, or to Morton Ambulance.
Leonard was a loving father and enjoyed his children, grandchildren, and greatgrandchildren. He will be missed by all, including his faithful dog, Peanut.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - August 17, 2018 at 02:26 PM

“
“

I watched it all with tears in my eyes! Kathy (Gingerich) Pflederer
Kathy - August 18, 2018 at 10:40 PM

Very sorry to hear of Leonard's passing. Although it has been 35 years since I have seen
any of the Kindred family....I have a lot of very good memories of you all. I will never forget
the times we had together growing up. Again, so sorry for your loss.....Jeff Connor
jeff connor - August 19, 2018 at 08:12 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of Leonard's passing and send my deepest condolences to Pat and
Leonard's family. Having rented from Pat and Leonard a large portion of my life, I always
enjoyed visiting with Leonard when he and Pat stopped by. He was always interested in me
and my daughter and how we were doing. I haven't seen him for nearly 10 years but have
talked on the phone with him several times. My daughter and I will miss him. Pat we send
our love to you. Don Todd and Natasha Syed.
Don Todd - August 20, 2018 at 11:28 AM

“

Patricia, it is with great sadness that I reach out to you today in response to the
passing of your husband, Leonard. In this time of great sorrow, and on behalf of
South Side Mission and the Board of Directors, I want to let you know that you and
your family are in our thoughts and prayers. We will be thinking of you and the rest of
the family. Please remember, if you need anything from us, we're just a phone call
away.
Rev. Craig Williams
Executive Director, South Side Mission

Craig Williams - August 30, 2018 at 11:23 AM

“

Connie Pitts lit a candle in memory of Leonard L. Kindred

Connie Pitts - August 27, 2018 at 07:59 PM

“

For everyone in the Kindred family, please accept my condolences. The Kindred
household of the early and mid 1970s was the neighborhood social hub, with friends
of the family getting swept into the many sports, school, church and other social
activities always taking place. Leonard and Patricia provided an environment of
encouragement and high expectations for their children (and many friends), balanced
with a pursuit of fun, enthusiasm and zest for life.
David and I are the same age and were in the same class in 3rd and 5th grades at
Grundy, and so I spent many hours playing pool in the basement, hitting tennis balls
(wall-a-ball) off Grace Church across the street, and watching episodes of Jonny
Quest right before school started. The house was unique in many ways, from the
xylophones in the dining room and basement to the family dog (Pepper?) who would
only chase after Volkswagen Bugs.
Working third shift, how Leonard slept through all the racket we kids made during the
day and how he still found time to attend so many baseball, basketball, football and
other activities is a mystery to me. Many memories, including the snowy day Leonard
bypassed Morton’s lack of supporting topography, and tied a rope to the station
wagon and gave all of us sled rides down the street. I think he laughed as hard as
the rest of us when Robert and Julie tipped the sled on its side, were screaming as
they were being dragged along, and then went careening off into a snowbank when
they failed to navigate the curve on Forestview Street. Julie scolded me once on my
recipe for brownies using too many eggs (yes, six was too many). And while
technically illegal, somehow sparklers, bottle rockets and firecrackers would
magically appear near the 4th of July.
The most vivid memory I have was Leonard coaching our sixth grade park district
basketball team to the championship in the winter of 1973-74. With Steve as the
assistant coach, I learned a lot about how to play better and as a team, setting the
stage for participating on the school teams in junior high and high school. But as
much fun as playing the games was, David and I also looked forward to those
Saturday mornings for another reason. I’m not sure what the going rate was for
referring a game, but Leonard’s constant haranguing (real and sometimes not so
real) of the officials, from start to finish, made them earn every cent of the fee. It was
pure comedy.

It wasn’t until many years later I appreciated the influence Leonard had as a positive
role model, instilling integrity, good sportsmanship and a hard work ethic in our
activities. He was that rare and exceptional person who helped shape many young
lives. Thank you, and may you rest in peace, Mr. Kindred.
Paul Thorson
(on the move, Vancouver, WA --> Charleston, IL)
Paul Thorson - August 26, 2018 at 10:45 AM

“

Our sympathy and prayers are with your family.
Brad and Marci Sauder

Brad and Marci Sauder - August 23, 2018 at 11:11 PM

“

Kindred Famliy
Sorry for your loss.

Bruce Koke - August 20, 2018 at 12:07 PM

“

I was very sorry to hear about Leonard's passing. I am very glad I was able to have
lunch after church with Leonard and Pat the last time I was in the States. I am
praying for your peace and comfort at this time Pat. Peace of Christ to you.

Mark A Fishel - August 20, 2018 at 04:00 AM

“

My prayers go out to Leonard's family. I work with Leonard many years a caterpillar
starting off at building decks in the 1970s. I was always appreciative I help that
Leonard gave me along my way. Rest in peace Leonard and God bless. Ron Griffith

Ron Griffith - August 18, 2018 at 06:23 AM

“

I will miss Leonard's rye sense of humor and ready smile.

Ron Rainson - August 17, 2018 at 06:23 PM

“

163 files added to the album LifeTributes

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - August 17, 2018 at 01:20 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Leonard’s death. We’d have such great conversations of
catching up on our lives. He was a good friend with such a quick wit. I’ll miss you my
friend. Condolences to his family.

Sally Ferree - August 17, 2018 at 10:23 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with are with you at this time of Leonard's death. I
have many memories of chats at Hardees with him when we lived in Morton. May the
Lord bless you with a his peace and comfort as you grieve. Earl Cecil

Earl Cecil - August 17, 2018 at 07:12 AM

“

I worked for Leonard for a couple of years when he was superintendent in building P
Caterpillar. Always a very fine gentleman with a great since of humor. Even after our
retirement, I would see around town and we would laugh about the good old times at
work. Rest in peace and prayers and thoughts with the family.

Terry Patterson - August 16, 2018 at 08:13 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss, Kindred family. Remembering the many HS basketball
games we enjoyed together with Robert, our Scott and the rest of the team. May God
give you comfort and peace in the loss of this dear husband, father, grandfather to
the whole family. Had many chats with Leonard when seeing him at Morton Walmart.
Shirley Hough

Shirley Hough - August 16, 2018 at 12:10 PM

