Lester E. Sutter Jr.
July 18, 1933 - November 17, 2018

MORTON – Lester E. Sutter, Jr, 85, of Alta Loma, Cali., formerly of Morton, passed away
Saturday, November 17, 2018.
Lester was born July 18, 1933, in Peoria, Ill., to Lester E. and Mary Mae
(Schmallenberger) Sr. He married Elaine Joyce Owen on Nov. 25, 1955.
Surviving are his wife, Elaine of Alta Loma, Cali; two daughters, Victoria “Vicki” (Dr. James
D.) Smith of Alta Loma, Cali. and Virginia “Ginni” (Dr. Kevin L.) Bartlett of Everett, Wash.;
seven grandchildren and ten great grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by one sister and one brother-in-law.
Lester graduated from Morton High School in 1950. After graduating high school, he
attended Bradley University in Peoria, Ill., Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Ill., and Illinois
Central College in East Peoria, Ill.
He then worked as a head usher for Andy Frain at Wrigley Field, Soldier Field and the
United Center, all in Chicago.
Lester retired as a systems analyst in March 1998 after 40 years of service for Caterpillar
Inc.
He was a member of Grace Church in Morton and was a sponsor of Young Life.
A memorial service for both Elaine and Lester Sutter will be held at 10:30 a.m., at Grace
Church in Morton on January 18, 2019. Visitation will take place from 9:30-10:15 A.M.,
prior to the service. Burial will take place at Groveland Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery in
Groveland, Ill.
Memorials may be made to Wycliff Bible Translators for Dan and Kathy Petersen or Jean
and Joy Viguier, MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) for David and Ashley Petersen, CRM
(Christian Resource Ministries) for Nick and Emily Greenwood or Pacific Church Network
for church planting in southern California.

Comments

“

Elaine and family,
We were saddened to read of Les's passing and want to extend to you our
sympathies and prayers. We have warm memories of seeing Les at Grace Church
and in the neighborhood (when we lived in the Greenwood House). He was a strong
supporter of our cross-cultural work, for which we and those we have reached with
the Good News will be eternally grateful. May the Lord comfort you at this time of
grief and bring you reminders of our hope in Christ.
From Hong Kong, Doug & Jen Witzig

Doug Witzig - November 24, 2018 at 09:02 AM

“

Lila and I remember coming to Morton and Grace Church in 1966. Elaine, you and
Les took a big chance on us by asking us to serve as Senior High Youth sponsors
with you. Further the two of you spent a lot of your time training us and teaching us
how it was done. We traveled together for a winter retreat in Heston, Kansas and
other outings with the youth. Thank you for getting us into the service of serving
Jesus and his church. And now Les has graduated on to his eternal reward. He has
left us a great legacy. We are indeed thankful for him and you and the rest of your
family. May you be comforted through these days. Arlan & Lila Martin

Arlan & Lila Martin - November 22, 2018 at 08:30 PM

“

Elaine & family,
Our thoughts of sympathy to you as you grieve Lee's homegoing. So many
memories of Les over the years at Grace Church. May the Lord bless you with His
peace and comfort.
Our love and prayers,
Earl & Cheryl Cecil

Earl Cecil - November 20, 2018 at 05:09 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Les's passing. May God bless and comfort you Elaine, Vicki,
and Ginni and the rest of your family. Les was a great teacher and leader in the
cause of Christ. Also I will always remember our golf outings and dining out together.
(I don't think I ever beat Les in golfing.)
All of you have my deepest sympathy and prayers.

Marion Ogden
Marion Ogden - November 20, 2018 at 09:59 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Les was a very special person and a wonderful Christian man.
I send my deepest sympathy to you, Elaine, Vickie, Jenny and all the rest of the
family. We know he is in his heavenly home. God bless each of you. Shirley Hough

Shirley Hough - November 19, 2018 at 04:40 PM

