Mabel B. Miller
June 13, 1926 - March 6, 2018

MABEL B. MILLER
MORTON – Mabel B. Miller, 91, of Morton, passed away Tues., March 6, 2018 at
Apostolic Christian Home in Eureka.
Mabel was born June 13, 1926, in Morton, to Chris and Katie (Welk) Belsley. She married
Carl “Gene” Miller on Dec. 28, 1947 in Washington, Ill. He preceded Mabel in death on
July 31, 1993. Mabel was also preceded in death by one great-granddaughter and her
brother, John.
Surviving are one son, Carl Miller of Palatine, Ill. and five daughters, Carla Klopfenstein of
Sheridan, Wyo., Christa Dorsey of Brighton, Mich., Paula (Robert) Barrick of Morton,
Andrea (Larry) Koch of Morton, and Tonya (Dave) Wentz of Naperville, Ill. Also surviving
are 12 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.
Mabel worked for many years alongside her husband, Gene, at their family owned
business, Miller Bakery, in Morton.
After retiring from the bakery, she worked as a Walmart greeter and was known for her
friendly, welcoming smile.
Also, Mabel loved to travel to sunny locations.
She was a member of Bethel Lutheran Church in Morton and also enjoyed her time
serving as a Republican Election Judge.
Visitation will be held on Mon., March 19, 2018 from 9 to 10:45 a.m., with a funeral service
following at 11 a.m., at Knapp-Johnson Funeral Home and Cremation Center in Morton.
Rev. Jeff Anderson will officiate the service. Burial will be at Hirstein Cemetery in Morton.
Memorial donations can be made payable to Morton Community Foundation. Bethel
Lutheran School Endowment Fund, a component fund of the Foundation, should be
reference in the check memo line.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - March 14, 2018 at 03:17 PM

“

Mabel was a very sweet lady. She never knew a stranger. She would help you if she could.
She will be deeply missed.
Josh Broomfield - March 18, 2018 at 03:09 PM

“

“

Oh thy fleeting youth. You were here, then gone. Mabel was a lovely lady.
Judi - March 19, 2018 at 05:44 PM

I am really going to miss seeing Mabel's sparkling eyes and sweet smile at Walmart.
Loved chatting with her! My deepest sympathy to Dr. Klopfenstein and all of her
family.

Mary Dralle - March 21, 2018 at 07:32 PM

“

Nearly a lifetime ago that I was fortunate enough to meet the Miller family. Your
mother and Paula are the only members I have seen in recent years, but I still
wanted to express sympathy at your mother's passing and to pray that the peace
from God will fill that void. Ken Koch

Ken Koch - March 17, 2018 at 11:59 AM

“

Paula, I am saddened to hear of your mother’s passing. My family and I visited the
bakery often and loved her greetings at WalMart. My condolences and prayers.
Teresa Goodyear

Teresa Goodyear - March 17, 2018 at 10:04 AM

“

I remember Mabel was helpful when she worked at Wal-Mart. You have my
sympathy. Karen Kaiser

Karen kaiser - March 16, 2018 at 10:10 PM

“

So sorry to hear the news about Mabel. I have a lot of nice memories of her. With my
sympathy and God's blessings, Kathryn Kaiser

Kathryn Kaiser - March 16, 2018 at 04:02 PM

“

Danny purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Mabel B. Miller.

Danny - March 16, 2018 at 11:33 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the passing of your mother, Paula. Didn't really know your
other siblings. She was such a beautiful lady with a terrific smile and always so
friendly. I looked forward to seeing her and visiting awhile when she was a "greeter"
at Walmart. May God grant you strength and comfort during these difficult days and
mourning your loss.
A friend, Shirley Hough

Shirley Hough - March 16, 2018 at 10:25 AM

“

I remember many stops at the bakery - yum yum. My oldest daughter's grade school
class went to the Miller's home for a "traditional" thanksgiving meal. I think it was the
first time many of those kids tasted venison. She was a neat lady! I think born with a
smile on her face.
Janet (Loch) Coots

Janet Coots - March 16, 2018 at 09:42 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Mabel B. Miller.

March 15, 2018 at 03:16 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Mabel B. Miller.

March 14, 2018 at 03:31 PM

“

146 files added to the album LifeTributes

Knapp - Johnson Funeral Home - March 14, 2018 at 02:04 PM

“

We didn't even know her name but she greeted us at the Walmart multiple times.
She was always so friendly. We loved seeing her there.

Margie and Dick Whittenbarger - March 13, 2018 at 08:08 PM

“

Carl and Family,
Kathy and I send our sympathy to you and your family.

Jim and Kathy Burdette - March 11, 2018 at 11:44 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Mabel B. Miller.

March 10, 2018 at 02:09 AM

“

We have such great memories of times and travels spent with Gene and Mabel. And
this friendship continued with Mabel whenever we came to Morton-our visits with her
were always special for us. Amongst those visits was celebrating her 90th birthday
and enjoying her wonderful family-her zest for life was truly amazing and very
contagious. Although the miles separated us from getting together often in these
situations past years, we kept in touch via phone and will miss these chats, but know
that she is finally with Gene- the love of her life. Unfortunately, we will be unable to
attend the funeral, but please know that our prayers and thoughts will be with the
family and that dear, dear friend-Mabel, you will be missed. Rest In Peace. Gary and
Karin Elser and Family

karin elser - March 09, 2018 at 06:01 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Mabel B. Miller.

March 09, 2018 at 05:44 PM

“

Heaven is rejoicing!
My heartfelt deepest sympathy.
I had the privilege of frying doughnuts during high school. And the Saturday nights
with paul, then taking the van with Gene to Roanoke! He would go 80 just to make
the van behave.
I loved both of them like they were my parents. Thanks for sharing them with me.

Michael Behme - March 09, 2018 at 06:59 AM

“

Our four parents (Gene & Mabel and June & Whitey) were good friends and spent a
lot of time together. Now they are all four reunited in God's eternal Kingdom.
Although we are far away, our hearts will be with you-all in Morton during the weeks
to come as you mourn the loss of your sweet mother. May God Bless and comfort
each of you in the days ahead! Vance & Pam Rugaard - Nashville, TN

Vance Rugaard - March 07, 2018 at 05:06 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear about your mom. So many wonderful memories of us growing up
across the street from each other. Thoughts & prayers are with all of you.
Mindy (Krantz) Norbom

Mindy Norbom - March 07, 2018 at 03:55 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. I didn't know Mabel well but enjoyed the time I did spend with her. My
prayers for all of the family.
Karen Culbertson
Karen Culbertson - March 07, 2018 at 04:13 PM

“

Sorry to hear of the loss of Mabel. I think back when she and Gene brought us our first
Great Dane to Baltimore. We had a great visit and Blanca ate the left overs from the table.
Tom and I got our first dog from Mabel. They raised dachshunds and we got Heidi. She
was a wonderful person and will be remembered by many. Love to you all. Sami Koch
Sami Koch - March 10, 2018 at 02:12 PM

“

We have such great memories of times and travels spent with Gene and Mabel over a span
of 60 years. And this friendship continued with Mabel whenever we came to Morton-our
visits with her were always special. Amongst those was celebrating Mabel's 90th birthday
with her and enjoying her wonderful family-her zest for life was truly amazing and
contagious. Although the miles separated us from getting together often in these past
years, we kept in touch via phone and will miss these chats, but know that she is with Gene
again- the love of her life. Unfortunately, we will not be able to attend the funeral, but please
know that our prayers and thoughts will be with her family and that we will miss you, MabelRest In Peace. Gary and Karin Elser and Family
gary elser - March 11, 2018 at 12:17 PM

