Maurice E. "Maury" Wittmer
October 19, 1919 - December 25, 2018

MORTON - Maurice Earl “Maury” Wittmer, 99, of Morton, died at 1:55 a.m., Tues., Dec.
25, 2018, at UnityPoint Health – Methodist in Peoria.
He was born Oct. 19, 1919, in Remington, Ind. to John and Matilda (Walder) Wittmer. He
married Ella Rose Bauer on May 2, 1942. They shared almost 72 happy years of
marriage. Ella preceded him in death on April 25, 2014.
Surviving are his children, Mary (Rich) Streitmatter of Morton, Ruth Stevig of Wauconda,
Ill., Roy (Sue) Wittmer of Goodfield, David (Laurie) Wittmer of Morton, Jane (John) Fehr of
Roanoke, and Susan (Jim) Henning of Gurnee, Ill.; eight grandchildren, John and Dan
Streitmatter, Becky Hanrahan, Sarah Roudis, Laura, Rachel and Andrew Fehr, and Julia
Wilson; two step-grandchildren, Abby Salat and Kate Henning; eight great-grandchildren;
and two sisters, Gladys Fisher of Naperville, and Deloris Martin of Eureka.
He was preceded in death by one grandson, David Stevig; one son-in-law, Terry Stevig;
and three brothers and three sisters.
Maury was a loving, devoted husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather who was
loved by all who knew him. He lived his life helping other people and lived life to the
fullest. He was ever young-at-heart, loved to laugh, play games, and compete with any
and all, playing to win. Enjoying a wonderful sense of humor, he loved to entertain his
family with stories from his youth. Woodworking was a favorite pastime for many years,
and as an avid classical music and opera lover, he built a pair of state-of-the-art speakers
which he would play at full volume for anyone who would listen. He had a natural aptitude
for building and construction, could fix anything and helped countless members of his
family and others with building projects. Maury valued quality work, and whenever he did a
project for someone, it would be precisely measured and perfectly done.
As a young man, Maury worked at the Morton Pottery and at Caterpillar Tractor Co before
serving in the U.S. Army during WWII. After his discharge from the Army, he opened
Wittmer’s Appliances in Eureka. He later designed and installed over 150 kitchens in
homes in the Central IL area. A lifelong learner, Maury found time to go to school, taking
courses at Bradley University and Illinois Wesleyan. In the 1960s, he went into business
with his brother Walt at Wittmer Realty and Insurance in downtown Morton. In 1969, he
opened HWC Realty with two partners. In the 1970’s he developed all of Country Aire

East in Morton, which consisted of 149 building lots. In 1979, Maury and his son, Roy,
bought Wittmer Insurance. In his later years, Maury volunteered his time and skill to repair
3,000 donated sewing machines which were then sent to the Amazon and Appalachians.
Visitation will be held from 5 to 8 p.m., Fri., Dec. 28, 2018, at the Apostolic Christian
Church Fellowship Hall in Morton, 2201 Veterans Rd., Morton, IL 61550. Additional
visitation will take place from 9 to 9:45 a.m., Sat., Dec. 29, at the Apostolic Christian
Church in Morton, with a funeral service following at 10 a.m. Ministers of the church will
officiate. Burial will be at Apostolic Christian Church Cemetery in Morton.
Memorials may be made to Midwest Food Bank or to Apostolic Christian Restmor.
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Comments

“

Dear Ruth, Mary, Roy, David, Jane, and Susan,
Rod and I were saddened to learn of your dad's death but are celebrating his
wonderful, long, full life with you. Rod and I always enjoyed stopping in to visit with
your parents when we were in town seeing our own families. And about a year ago
when we stopped to see Maury, we too were treated to some beautiful classical
music played quite loudly. What a fun dad he was! My fun memories are coming to
your house, Ruth, when the girl's quartet would practice when we were in high
school. We always knew your folks enjoyed hearing us sing. We pray for God's love
to surround your family in this time of loss but the sure reuniting of your parents in
heaven is such a blessing for you all. And your dad is going to love the music there!
Our love,
Rod and Elaine (Wenninger) Collins
White Bear Lake, MN

Elaine Collins - January 01 at 08:13 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Maury and Ella were wonderful people who loved and
served Jesus, and now they are together with the Lord. May the Lord comfort your
hearts!
Dave and Barb (Landes) Schwind

Barb Schwind - December 29, 2018 at 10:52 PM

“

Our sincerest sympathies in the loss of a wonderful man. He was my Dad's (Lester
Wittmer's) cousin, but we kids called him Uncle Maury. He always had a smile & an
interest in the family activities. We are so proud of his accomplishments.
With prayers for peace, Richard & Donna (Wittmer) Thomas

Donna I Thomas - December 29, 2018 at 03:38 PM

“

What a dear man He was and my condolences to the family. I used to deliver to him
and he was so kind and jolly. It was a blessing for me to get to chat with him each
time. I always thank the Lord in acknowledging He let me know people like Mr.
Wittmer

Barbara Smith - December 29, 2018 at 08:05 AM

“

Our hearts are heavy and our thoughts are with the Wittmer family. We will
remember Uncle Maury with a smile and a laugh. We will miss him very much. -Keith
& Janice Chickering.

Janice Chickering - December 28, 2018 at 10:52 PM

“

To My Wittmer Cousins,
When mom called on Christmas morning to tell me that Uncle Maury passed away
the first thing I thought of was what a great day for your dad to see Jesus face to face
on the day we celebrate His birth.
I spoke with him a couple of months ago as he celebrated his 99th birthday and I
asked him if he was still playing games and listening to music. He replied that he was
and mentioned the well-known speakers. Hopefully whoever gets those speakers will
enjoy listening to music as much as Uncle Maury did. On my last visit a couple of
years ago he cranked up some classical music and told me the story of how he put
the speakers together.
Years ago when my sons were dragged along to visit he would show them how to
play games. They really enjoyed beating Uncle Maury and he would play until he
would finally win.
Wittmer get-togethers, horseshoes, bocce ball, board games, his laugh and great
sense of humor, eating buttered spaghetti, fixing Singer sewing machines are just a
few of the wonderful memories I will always cherish.
I was blessed to have known such a wonderful, loving, God fearing man and will
miss him dearly.
May God's love comfort each and everyone of you until you meet again.
Love In Him,
Lois Martin Oltman

Lois Martin Oltman - December 28, 2018 at 08:03 PM

“

Sue,
What an amazing life story. I think I recall seeing your pictures of his 99th birthday on
FB and he looked so good. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Kim (Beckham) Neible

Kimberly Beckham Neible - December 28, 2018 at 07:46 PM

“

Wittmer Family,
I'm so sorry to hear about your Dad. He will be remembered as a sweet, friendly
person. Prayers to all of you.
Gina Crumrine Replogle

Gina Replogle - December 28, 2018 at 12:59 PM

“

The Richard Fehr Family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Maurice E.
"Maury" Wittmer.

The Richard Fehr Family - December 28, 2018 at 11:56 AM

“

Be My Love Bouquet with Red Roses was purchased for the family of Maurice E.
Wittmer.

December 27, 2018 at 01:27 PM

“

Mary , Rich & family,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of your father's death. May the
Lord bless you with His special peace and comfort as you grieve.
Our love and prayers,
Earl & Cheryl Cecil

Earl Cecil - December 26, 2018 at 08:08 PM

