Robert E. "Bob" Paulsell, II
August 31, 1950 - July 15, 2019

MORTON – Robert E. “Bob” Paulsell, II, 68, of Morton, passed away on Monday, July 15,
2019, at OSF St. Francis Medical Center Emergency Room, in Peoria.
Bob was born on August 31, 1950, in Waynesville, Mo., to Robert and Thelma (Vance)
Paulsell. He married Rita Ryals on July 16, 1972, in Morton.
Surviving are his wife, Rita of Morton; two daughters, Barbara (Shannon) Catton of Pekin,
and Cheryl (Jason) Davidson of Ozark, Mo.; his father, Robert Paulsell of Tremont; seven
grandchildren, Jayci, Bobbi, and Kaleb Davidson, and Tyler, Rylee, Shyenna, and
Madyson Catton; and one sister, Barb (Glenn) Goggins of Morton.
He was preceded in death by his mother, Thelma Paulsell.
Bob was an Army veteran, having served in Vietnam. He first worked at Caterpillar, Inc. in
Morton, Parts Department for 20 years. He then began working as a self-employed
woodworker and house builder. He later went to work for MBS in Tremont, where he
worked for the next 18 years, retiring in 2015. Since retirement, Bob had continued to
work for them part-time, now known as Crossroads Building Supply.
Cremation rites have been accorded. A Celebration of Life service will be held at a later
date.
Memorials may be made to Illinois Neurological Institute; checks made payable to INI
Neurology. Mail to: INI Neurology, Attn: Lanna Scannell, 200 E. Pennsylvania Ave.,
Peoria, IL 61603.

Comments

“

Rita and family,
So terribly sorry for your loss, will keep you in my prayers.
Blessings,
Lee Anne Cheek
AC Restmor

Lee Anne Cheek - July 25 at 03:37 PM

“

Last weekend my Father-in-law passed unexpectedly. This weekend we traveled to
Illinois to spend time with family and remember him. There are so many great things
to say about the man and the way he lived his life that I could never share them all
here. He was the first person to share the gospel with me, almost from the first time
we met. The greatest gift he ever gave and entrusted to me was his daughters hand
in marriage. Some of the greatest lessons he instilled in me were to continue to love
each other despite difficult circumstances, to work hard and not forget to have a little
fun along the way and that love and forgiveness do not necessarily require words
when it can be seen and felt. The relationships he had with those in the family were
as unique as each individual and special in their own way. Everyone will remember
him in different ways because of it and yet he was unchanging. I would not be where
I am today without his influence and I will forever be grateful for having been a part of
his life and a part of his family. He was a Father and best friend to me and though it
seems that he has left a void, at least for the moment, nothing could be further from
the truth. He left a “Legacy”. He fought a good fight and he finished the race. He
succeeded in this life and it can be seen in the lives he touched and those that he
influenced. His success was not monetary......his success was his family. I will miss
him for a moment, but it is only temporary, Lord willing.

jason davidson - July 21 at 12:14 PM

“

Rita, you are in my thoughts and prayers.
Jennifer (Schenke) Walsh

Jennifer Walsh - July 18 at 04:18 PM

“

13 files added to the tribute wall

Bobbi Davidson-grand daughter - July 17 at 10:23 AM

“

Bob was a great guy. He was very welcoming and funny. I remember when I was 16,
I backed into his car at Bruner church. I was running late for work and hit it with my
brothers tank. I remember being so nervous to go tell him, but when I did he came
out, kinda laughed, told me not to worry about it and go to work. I try to show the
same grace to others like he did for me it was something I have never forgot.

Derrick Hawkins - July 16 at 11:24 PM

“

Papa,
I’m going to miss everything about you. Your voice, your hearty laugh, your
hilariously odd sense of humor (which you passed on to all of us), and your big bear
hugs. I’m really going to miss hearing you and Granny play fight with each other. You
guys had such a loving, funny chemistry. I hated living so far away from you, but I
truly cherished every moment I was able to spend with you. I liked sitting on the arm
of your “Papa chair” and watching old movies with you, going to the grocery store
with you, and enjoying the view of your garden. I can’t believe you’re gone already.
You left us all way too soon, but I know you’re having the best time in heaven. You
can eat all of the sweets and junk food up there! I miss you so much, and I love you
bunches. I’ll see you later!
Love,
Jayci

Jayci - July 16 at 08:48 PM

“

Papa, I’m going to miss everything about you. Your voice, your hearty laugh, your
hilarious, yet odd sense of humor (which you passed on to all of us), and your big
bear hugs. I’m really going to miss hearing you and Granny talk back and forth. You
two had such a wonderful, funny chemistry together. I hate that I lived so far from
you, but every moment that I spent with you, I cherished. I even just liked sitting on
the arm of your “Papa chair” and watching old movies with you. I hope you’re having
the time of your life in heaven. You can eat all the sweets and junk food you want up
there! I can’t wait to see you again one day. I’ll never forget the memories we shared
together. You were so special to all of us, and I’m so sad that you left so soon. I love
you bunches, and I’ll see you later.
Love,
Jayci

Jayci - July 16 at 08:29 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Robert E. "Bob" Paulsell, II.

July 16 at 06:06 PM

“

You have my deepest sympathy Rita! We moved to Peoria so my kids could help me
as my husband had a stroke and is paralyzed on his left side. I am praying for you..

Diane Litwiller Clark - July 16 at 05:31 PM

“

Dad - No words can express how much you are loved by all of us. We miss you so
much. You taught us all so much. There was always love in everything you said and
did. You were the most selfless man. You were everyone's best friend. I will always
cherish the memories with you as a child and an adult. Mom misses you so much.
Cheri and I will take care of her but you were right she is a strong lady. I love you so
much Dad. I know you are in Heaven building us our mansions. We will see you

again. I can't wait to hug you and hear your voice. Until we meet again you will never
be forgotten. Always in our hearts. Love Barbie
Barbie - July 16 at 02:54 PM

“

Tyler - grandson
You were a father to me. I’m the kind of person I am now because you taught me
from a young age to be generous with every chance you get and that’s what it was
really like to be a “real man”. You taught me it was never too early or too late for
romance and to always treat your #1 gal with flowers any chance you got. You taught
me how to be a lady killer. I have my weird sense of humor because of you, and I’m
sarcastic because of you, however you always did it better. You told me a few
months ago to always do what I love to do no matter what and to never get stuck
doing something I don’t like and to just be happy. you were the most intelligent,
kindest and hard working guy everyone had the pleasure of getting to meet. You
taught me a lot and I just hope I can grow to be at least half the man you were. I feel
like I should have been better. I am so sorry. I wish we could’ve gone to Minnesota
and went fishing one last time. The most fun I’ve ever had was building that house
with you. I’d give anything just to talk to you one more time. You’re always going to
be my best friend. I’ll always try to make you proud. til next time, papa. The sun
doesn’t shine as bright without you here.

Tyler - July 16 at 02:22 PM

“

Shyenna -Grandaughter
Last night at 11:30 my grandfather was rushed to the hospital and around 2am he
passed. I spent my whole childhood at his house either gardening with him, cooking,
or watching movies. He would teach me how to build things with my sister, sit with us
while we watched horror movies. You’re why I am so weird and hyper, why I like
crime shows, and baking. I’m going to miss you ranting at the news people on tv and
your dark humor. I remember when we watched final destination for the first time and
you used your nail gun to scare us afterwords. Even though you made me want to
pee myself that day, it will be one of my favorite memories with you. You were the
most sarcastic, funny, sweet, and family oriented man in the world. If I have any sons
I will make sure they’re as good of men as you were. I hope you’re enjoying your
time with your mom and our old dog Buddy because he was your favorite. We all
love you very much and will miss you.

Shyenna - July 16 at 02:20 PM

“

Rylee Moore -Grandaughter
Rest In Peace to my papa and best friend (and doppelganger) I don’t have much to
say because I’m not good with words but I’m thankful for the years I spent with you
and memories I have have of you. I love you and will miss you I know the last thing
you would want is for any of us to be sad and crying but all of us will miss you greatly
and I can’t wait for the day I see you again in heaven. Because as you told me earth
is just a temporary home, heaven is where we will all be together permanently in
happiness and peace. Rest easy papa.
I can’t wait till we are reunited again papa thanks for everything and teaching me
your ways I got my sassy-ness, sarcasm, and humor all from you. I spent my
childhood with you doing all sorts of things from working in the workshop or making a
mess cooking in the kitchen I always had fun with you and I’ll forever be thankful for
those times. I got 18 wonderful years with you and will keep on trucking in honor or
you and God and I will continue to make you proud

Rylee - July 16 at 02:17 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to The entire family. Love, Sue and Karl Dion

sue Dion - July 16 at 01:14 PM

“

CrossRoads Building Supply, Inc. purchased the Beautiful Dreams for the family of
Robert E. "Bob" Paulsell, II.

CrossRoads Building Supply, Inc. - July 16 at 12:18 PM

“

I had the privilege of working with Bob for over 18 years. He was a knowledgeable
employee who was loved by fellow employees as well as customers. Bob had a great
sense of humor and often had us all laughing. Bob knew the Lord Jesus Christ as his
Savior and was not afraid to speak openly of Him. Bob will definitely be missed by all
who crossed paths with him. What a blessing it is to know that those who know

Christ will see him again! May God comfort and bless Bob's family during this difficult
time.
Dave Graf - July 16 at 11:13 AM

