Susan K. Bishop
September 17, 1949 - July 21, 2019

MORTON – Susan Kay Bishop, 69, of Morton, passed away early Sunday morning, July
21, 2019, in Peoria, Ill. The world lost a beauty, but heaven gained an angel.
Susan was born September 17, 1949, in Champaign, Ill., to Harold and Geraldine
(Herriott) Hickle.
She was a tomboy who loved to climb trees and run shirtless through her hometown of
Mahomet. She was valedictorian in 1967, and she found love across the street from her
childhood home. Susan and Dan were married for 18 years and were blessed with nearly
perfect daughters – Jennie & Katie Bishop, whom they raised in Decatur, Ill. Once the girls
were away at college, Susan moved to Morton, Ill., where she spent her career working at
ATS, and her free time with friends she made as a beloved member of Harvest Bible
Chapel in East Peoria. Anyone who encountered Susan quickly knew her motivation was
to make everyone feel welcome, at ease, and like they were the most important person in
the room.
Susan was a small, yet incredibly mighty force on Earth. She approached everything as if
it was an Olympic sport – playing tennis, lifting weights, shopping, washing dishes, making
homemade toffee each Christmas for half of central Illinois. Five years ago, she applied
this gusto to her fight against cancer. She defied the statistics. She never stopped moving,
had a voracious social life, and loved to lend a hand to anyone in need. She logged
countless miles driving to Chicago to spend time with the love of her life (granddaughter
Hunter) running up and down the driveway, reading with Hunter, and showing us what life
was all about. She was everyone’s favorite “Gommie”.
We would all like to thank Dr. Salvatore LoCoco (previously of Illinois CancerCare, Peoria,
Ill.). We know she fought harder to make him proud of his prize patient. He gave Susan
five treasured years with her family. We also want to thank all of Susan’s friends, who
encouraged her through rounds of chemo and smothered her with love. Susan and her
daughters would also like to thank Susan’s sister, Mary Blaudow, for being an outstanding
caretaker and companion for this last, most difficult year. This is why she was able to fight
so hard.
Surviving are her two daughters, Jennie (Justin Hood) Bishop of Wilmette, Ill. and Katie
(Brogan) Bishop-Conklin of Chicago, Ill.; one granddaughter, Hunter Hood of Wilmette, Ill.;

one brother, Fred (Edith) Hickle of Tucson, Ariz.; and one sister Mary (Randy) Blaudow of
Hilliard, Fla. She was preceded in death by both parents; one son, Benjamin Bishop; and
one brother, Matt Hickle.
A Celebration of Life service will be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, August 10, 2019, at
Harvest Bible Chapel, 401 Cimmeron Drive, East Peoria, IL 61611. Visitation will be held
from 1-2 p.m., prior to the service at the church.
Memorials may be made to Harvest Bible Chapel, East Peoria or the St. Jude Runner’s
Association.

Events
AUG
10

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Harvest Bible Chapel
401 Cimmeron Drive, East Peoria, IL, US, 61611

AUG
10

Celebration of Life

02:00PM

Harvest Bible Chapel
401 Cimmeron Drive, East Peoria, IL, US, 61611

Comments

“

Susan worked with me at Decatur Cat when she was employed by ATS. I really
enjoyed her, being about the same age, we had the same values. She was a bundle
of energy, hard working and would jump in to any project and was willing to take on
any role. Her nature seemed to be a leader, communicator and a very good people
person. I want to pass on my sincere condolences to her daughters and her family as
I know she probably gave it her all until the end. Sorry I could not make the visitation
but will give her a hug when we meet again.

Bob Dorsey - August 10 at 02:52 PM

“

Susan was a dear friend helping me to fit in at Harvest and just including me in social
activities. I truly miss her, but rejoicing that she is in the presence of our Heavenly
Father.
Sincere condolences.

Shari Wilkerson - August 10 at 12:49 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Susan K. Bishop.

August 09 at 11:56 AM

“

We loved “doing life” with Susan. We met Susan the day that she and we publicly
proclaimed our faith in Jesus being baptized in the Morton pool with Harvest Bible
Chapel. We delighted in having Susan in our Impact Group for many years and we
look forward to seeing Susan once again when we meet her in Heaven!!
Deb & Craig Loomis

Craig & Deb Loomis - August 08 at 05:17 PM

“

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Susan K. Bishop.

August 06 at 07:05 PM

“

Jennie, Katie and family,
Was sorry to hear about Susan's passing. She was always a bright light at the
Decatur Athletic Club and a joy to be around. The ladies groups always had a great
time when your mother was present. I hope the great memories you have of her get
you through this difficult time.
Chuck Kuhle

Chuck Kuhle - August 06 at 01:25 PM

“

Jean Hansen lit a candle in memory of Susan K. Bishop

Jean Hansen - August 06 at 02:42 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Susan K. Bishop.

August 04 at 04:48 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Susan K. Bishop.

August 04 at 02:32 PM

“

To Katie and Jennie, Your mom and I played tennis together for many years at the
Decatur Athletic Club and traveled together to tournaments. As you can imagine ,
she brought so much laughter and joy to our team, whether we were winning or
losing! We could always count on her to give her absolute best effort every single
match. She was so proud of you girls and your accomplishments. Your love and
support for her during these last years meant so much to her. We will all miss her.
Kitty McCarthy

c - August 03 at 09:16 AM

“

I worked with Susan at Morton Caterpillar for several years. What a fun and energetic
person! We shared similar beliefs in religion, politics and work/life balance which
made the conversation easy. While the visits during workday were brief, they were
lively and memorable.
Back in the era when it was OK to compliment one of opposite gender without risk,
she was known to my wife as “The Shirt Lady”. Susan was the at work barometer on
if my shirt and tie choices fit the current style trends and they matched my other
attire. She (my wife) loved having someone else to validate that she made a good (or
bad) choice when buying clothes for me. It was fun! Just one of the many happy
memories I have of Susan.
She will be missed, but I am going to keep the happy memories of her relentless
lifestyle in my mind and try to live some of my days with her enthusiasm.
Sincere sympathy and prayers to the family at this difficult time.
Scott Carter

Scott Carter - August 02 at 03:21 PM

“

I am so sorry for the very deep loss of a special woman. My sincere condolences
Katie, Jennie and family. Love, Rachel, Todd, Graham and Claire Kuna

Rachel Kuna - August 02 at 12:19 PM

“

I worked with Susan at ATS in Decatur. She was an awesome person. We rode to
Peoria a couple nights a week together to take at class at ATS. We would always
stop at Steak n Shake before class and she would have her 'under done' fries. I told
her that they just dropped them in the grease and pulled them back out. She said
that was the way she liked them. I so enjoyed all the time I was able to spend with
her. Sending prayers for the family to get through this difficult time.

Diana Jackson - August 01 at 10:47 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Susan’s passing. She was a vibrant lady and always cheerful.
Mary I know she was a sister but you were more like twins when I saw you together
Prayers to all of her family

Lynn Guthrie - July 31 at 04:18 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Susan! Whenever I saw Susan, she always had a smile on
her face, and was a pleasant lady to be around!

Stan Conway - July 28 at 03:33 PM

“

To Susan’s Daughters, I met your Mom at Caterpillar in Morton. Although we didn’t
work in the same department, we would see one another several times a day in the
corridor, cafeteria and/or lunchtime Bible study where she and I had many wonderful
conversations. Your Mom deeply loved the Lord and her family. Please accept my
prayers of sincere condolences during this time of grief.

Maryanne McKay - July 26 at 10:20 PM

“

I’m so sorry about Susan’s passing. When I think of her, I see her smile and how she
was so quick to reach out to help others, myself included!

Sandy M - July 24 at 04:56 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear about Susan's passing. Of course, I knew Susan on a social
basis but also she worked at the office at one time. Susan was so energetic then that
when she had to go to the back to get a file, she would run. We never had anyone
including myself to run through the office like that. But that was Susan. I will miss her.
Gary Geisler

Gary Geisler - July 22 at 04:03 PM

